XIX-CENTURY   CLINICIANS
reported the case, with two others, in 1817. During his career
he performed thirteen ovariotomies ; eight of the patients re-
covered. Although his celebrated operation on Mrs. Crawford
was the first ovariotomy to be performed in America, and he
deserves all praise for this and for his subsequent successes
priority of a century is often accorded to Robert Houston ot
Glasgow who, in 1701, undertook the removal of an enormous
ovarian cyst, and dressed the abdominal wound with " a large
napkin dipped in warm French brandy.55 The patient, Margaret
Millar, survived in good health for thirteen years.1 According
to some authorities Houston's operation was not an ovariotomy,
but the incision and drainage of a cyst. Nevertheless it was
a bold procedure, worthy of record, and in no way detracting
from the later work of McDowell.
In the latter part of the century JAMES MARION SIMS (1813-83) 2
did original work in gynaecology and acquired a high reputation,
in Europe as well as in America, for his successful operative treat-
ment of vesico-vaginal fistula.3 Many women who would other-
wise have been invalids were by this procedure restored to health.
America has produced many an eminent surgeon, but few more
distinguished than VALENTINE MOTT (1785-1865), a pupil of Sir
Astley Cooper, who excelled in arterial surgery.4 He was the
first to ligate the innominate artery for aneurysm, and he per-
formed many other operations which were then considered to be
daring feats of skilL To him the New York Medical School owes
its foundation.
Of later date was SAMUEL DAVID GROSS (1805-84) of Phila-
delphia, a scholarly and versatile man and an able surgeon, who
wrote on pathology, on surgery, and on the history of American
medicine.5
The History of Anaesthesia
An account of early medical work in America inevitably leads
one to recall the story of general anaesthesia, and the controversy
which continued for years regarding the priority of its discovery.
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